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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings 
Content 

Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 1* 
The 
Beginning of 
Human 
Society: Early 
Humans 
 
4 weeks  

How does 
archaeology teach us 
about early humans? 
 
How does the 
availability of natural 
resources influence 
human decision 
making?  
 
What contributed to 
early humans’ 
survival? 
 
How can we talk 
about identity across 
centuries and 
cultures? ICM 
 
 
 
 
 

Archaeology 
provides historical 
and scientific 
explanations for how 
prehistoric people 
lived. 
 
Humans adapt their 
physical 
environments using 
natural resources 
and technological 
advancements in 
order to survive. 
 
The Agricultural 
Revolution was one 
of the most 
impactful changes in 
human history. 

Explain how 
archaeologists use 
artifacts to 
understand human 
life prior to written 
records. 
 
Describe aspects of 
culture that can’t 
be determined 
from examining 
artifacts. ICM 
 

Formative assessments: 
Stimulus-based multiple 
choice question that 
assesses students’ 
understanding of the 
relative time periods of 
prehistory and history.  
 
Benchmark Assessment:  
SGO Baseline in which 
students analyze five 
documents and write a 
concise one-paragraph 
response to the question: 
“Were early humans 
advanced?.” 
 
Summative assessment: 
Early Humans Test which 
addresses each of the 
seven standards through 
various critical thinking 
levels of understanding, 
application, analysis, and 
evaluation. 

6.2.8.HistorySE.1.a: 
Explain how 
archaeological 
discoveries are used to 
develop and enhance 
understanding of life 
prior to written records. 
 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments 
focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
  
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 
 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in 
a text's description of a 
process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., 
how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or 
lowered). 
 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

Describe how early 
humans were 
nomadic, following 
resources  and 
migrating from 
Africa to other 
continents during 
the ice ages of the 
prehistoric era. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.1.b: Use 
maps to examine the 
impact of the various 
migratory patterns of 
hunters/gatherers that 
moved from Africa to 
Eurasia, Australia, and 
the Americas. 
 

Compare the 
Paleolithic Age, 
which lasted 
millions of years, 
to the Neolithic 
Age and all other 
ages since, which 
were much shorter. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.d: 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
pre-agricultural and 
post-agricultural 
periods in terms of 
relative length of time. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Analyze how 
humans created 
increasingly 
complex tools to 
hunt, domesticate 
animals, and 
cultivate crops. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.b: 
Determine the impact of 
technological 
advancements on 
hunter/gatherer 
and agrarian societies. 

including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a primary 
and secondary source on the 
same topic. 
 
8.1.8.D.3 
Demonstrate an understanding 
of fair use and Creative 
Commons to intellectual 
property while researching 
how the availability of natural 
resources influences human 
decision making. 
 

Evaluate how 
farming is 
considered a 
“revolution” 
because surplus 
food led to an 
increase in 
population, 
specialization of 
labor, new forms 
of social 
organization, and 
the beginnings of 
civilization. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.a: 
Describe the influence of 
the agricultural 
revolution on population 
growth and the 
subsequent development 
of civilizations (e.g., the 
impact of food surplus 
from farming).  

Compare and 
contrast the 
Paleolithic Age, 
when early humans 
worked in 
cooperative bands 
in order to survive, 
to the Neolithic 
Age when people 
began specializing 
in jobs (artisans) 
that defined their 
roles in society. 

 6.2.8.GeoPP.1.a: 
Compare and contrast the 
social organization, 
natural resources, and 
land use of early 
hunters/gatherers and 
those who lived in early 
agrarian societies. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Describe how early 
humans’ 
expression of ideas 
left messages that 
defined their 
cultural identity. 
 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the limits of 
archaeological 
artifacts in 
developing an 
understanding of 
ancient society. 
ICM 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.c: 
Describe how the 
development of both 
written and unwritten 
languages 
impacted human 
understanding, 
development of culture, 
and social structure. 

Modern Connections:  Human migration in the modern world, managing after catastrophic events, humans changing their environment, and differences in gender roles during 
the Paleolithic vs. Neolithic ages.  
 
21st Century Skill: CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings 
Content 

Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 2* 
Early River 
Valley 
Civilizations: 
Mesopotamia 
 
5 Weeks  

How does geography 
influence the way 
people live? 
 
What makes a 
civilization 
successful? 
 
What are the new 
challenges that 
humans face once 
they form 
civilizations? 
 
How can we talk 
about personal 
identity across 
centuries and cultures 
using primary 
resources? ICM 
 
 
 

Ancient civilizations 
developed along 
rivers because of 
access to fresh 
water. 
 
Civilizations 
develop 
governments, 
writing systems, 
public works, social 
classes, organized 
religions, cities, art 
and architecture, 
different jobs, and 
new technologies. 
 
After civilizations 
are developed, 
human beings face 
new challenges with 
regard to equality 
and conflict.  

Analyze the extent 
that irrigation 
systems developed 
by the Sumerians 
along the Tigris 
and Euphrates 
rivers allowed for 
the sustainability of 
the world’s first 
civilization. 

Formative: Short 
constructed response to a 
stimulus-based prompt 
regarding irrigation and 
its connection to a 
successful civilization; 
introduction to 
document-based question 
essay writing with 
“Hammurabi’s Code: Was 
It Just?”. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Mesopotamia Test which 
addresses each of the five 
standards through various 
critical thinking levels of 
understanding, 
application, analysis and 
evaluation. 

6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a: 
Determine the extent to 
which geography 
influenced settlement, 
the development 
of trade networks, 
technological 
innovations, and the 
sustainability of early 
river valley 
civilizations. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
WHST.6-8.5. With some 
guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience 
have been addressed. 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
 

Examine how the 
civilizations of 
Mesopotamia (i.e., 
Sumer, Babylon, 
Assyria, New 
Babylon) had 
conflicts largely 
based on 
competition for 
land and resources. 

6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a: 
Compare and contrast 
physical and political 
maps of early river valley 
civilizations and their 
modern counterparts and 
determine the 
geopolitical impact of 
these civilizations, then 
and now (i.e., 
Mesopotamia and Iraq; 
Ancient Egypt and 
Modern Egypt; Indus 
River Valley and Modern 
Pakistan/India; Ancient 
China and Modern 
China). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Explain how the 
development of 
writing (cuneiform) 
gave rise to 
codified laws, 
literature, and other 
record keeping. 
 
Explain how 
literature, such as 
epics, can show 
identity and social 
contributions of 
lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and 
transgender people. 
ICM 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.c: 
Explain how the 
development of written 
language transformed all 
aspects of life in early 
river valley civilizations. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps 
in a text's description of a 
process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., 
how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or 
lowered). 
 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a 
text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., 
loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 
 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual 
information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, 
or maps) with other 
information in print and 
digital texts. 
 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a 
primary and secondary source 
on the same topic. 
 

Evaluate why 
priests relinquished 
their power to 
military leaders 
who became 
powerful monarchs 
of independent 
city-states because 
of the need to 
defend their 
territories. 
 

6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a: 
Explain how/why 
different early river 
valley civilizations 
developed similar 
forms of government and 
legal structures. 

Determine the 
pattern of conquest 
in early 
civilizations that 
was due to 
competition for 
resources, the 
ability to create 

6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a: 
Analyze the factors that 
led to the rise and fall of 
various early river valley 
civilizations and 
determine whether there 
was a common pattern of 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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iron tools and 
weapons, and 
recruitment of 
massive armies. 

growth and decline. 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide 
appropriate citation and 
attribution elements when 
creating media products (e.g., 
W.6.8). (Example of using 
citations when answering a 
stimulus-based prompt 
regarding irrigation and its 
connection to a successful 
civilization). 

 Modern Connections: Access to information and education, modern laws and justice, and Middle Eastern conflicts. 
 
21st Century Skill:  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies 
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships between natural resources and humans. 
 
Primary Source: Hammurabi’s Code 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings 
Content 

Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 3* 
Early River 
Valley 
Civilizations: 
Egypt 
 
5 Weeks 

Why is Egypt 
considered the “gift 
of the Nile”? 
 
How did the pharaoh 
retain his or her 
absolute power in 
ancient Egypt? 
 
Why do the legacies 
of ancient Egypt 
continue to endure? 
 
How can we discuss 
identity across 
centuries and 
cultures? ICM 

Egypt would never 
have existed if not 
for the life-giving 
qualities and the 
location of the Nile 
River. 
 
Pharaohs used their 
religious and 
political standing to 
maintain power and 
provide for the 
people. 
 
The people of 
ancient Egypt 
worked to preserve 
their culture that 
transcends to today. 

Explain how the 
Nile River gave 
Egyptians the 
opportunity to 
travel and trade 
with a multitude of 
other civilizations 
and grow a surplus 
of food, while the 
deserts provided 
protection from 
other societies. 

Formative Assessments: 
A vocabulary assessment 
in which students explain 
why one word does not 
belong in a set of words. 
 
 
Summative/Benchmark 
Assessment: A 
document-based question 
essay on how the Nile 
River shaped ancient 
Egypt. 

6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a: 
Determine the extent to 
which geography 
influenced settlement, the 
development 
of trade networks, 
technological 
innovations, and the 
sustainability of early 
river valley 
civilizations. 
 

WHST.6-8.1. Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps 
in a text's description of a 
process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., 
how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or 
lowered). 
 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 

Imagine and 
articulate the 
geopolitical impact 
of damming the 
Nile River on 
countries south of 
Egypt. 

6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a: 
Compare and contrast 
physical and political 
maps of early river valley 
civilizations and their 
modern counterparts and 
determine the 
geopolitical impact of 
these civilizations, then 
and now (i.e., 
Mesopotamia and Iraq; 
Ancient Egypt and 
Modern Egypt; Indus 
River Valley and Modern 
Pakistan/India; Ancient 
China and Modern 
China). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Analyze how 
ancient Egyptian 
polytheistic beliefs 
impacted the 
creation of a 
theocracy and 
cultural norms, 
such as art, 
architecture, 
writing, daily farm 
life, and burial 
practices. 
 
 
Analyze how 
Egyptian burial 
practices reflected 
societal values. 
ICM 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b: 
Analyze the impact of 
religion on daily life, 
government, and culture 
in various early river 
valley civilizations.  
 

as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a 
primary and secondary source 
on the same topic. 
 
 9.4.8.IML.9: Distinguish 
between ethical and unethical 
uses of information and media 
(e.g., 1.5.8.CR3b, 8.2.8.EC.2). 
(Examined while studying the 
geopolitical impact of 
damming the Nile River.)  
 
9.4.8.IML.10: Examine the 
consequences of the uses of 
media (e.g., RI.8.7).  
 
9.4.8.IML.11: Predict the 
personal and community 
impact of online and social 
media activities. 
 
 

Analyze how the 
Iron Age allowed 
for increased 
weaponry and 
tools, which led to 
more job 
specialization and 
trading that enabled 
Egypt to prosper 
for thousands of 
years. 
 
 

6.2.8.GeoGE.2.a: 
Explain how 
technological 
advancements led to 
greater economic 
specialization, improved 
weaponry, trade, and the 
development of a class 
system in early river 
valley civilizations. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Distinguish that 
ancient Egyptians 
took pride in 
building pyramids 
for their pharaohs 
while the enslaved 
population labored 
on the more 
mundane ongoing 
work of supporting 
the civilization. 

6.2.8.CivicsHR.2.a: 
Determine the role of 
slavery in the economic 
and social structures of 
early river valley 
civilizations. 
 

Evaluate the extent 
to which Ancient 
Egyptian buildings, 
texts, and artifacts 
reveal a unique, 
advanced, and 
lasting civilization. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a: 
Evaluate the importance 
and enduring legacy of 
the major achievements 
of the early river valley 
civilizations over time. 

Modern Connections:   Women in power, how ancient religions impact people today, and the Middle East’s continuous struggle to be a key player in world affairs. 
 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
 
 
 
Primary Source: Hymn to the Nile 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings 
Content 

Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 4* 
Early River 
Valley 
Civilizations: 
Indus River 
Valley 
 
4 Weeks 

How does geography 
influence the way 
people live? 
 
What makes a 
civilization united? 
 
What are the new 
challenges that 
humans face once 
they form 
civilizations? 

The geography of 
India attracted 
settlement and 
enabled advanced 
societies to form and 
endure. 
 
In ancient India, the 
relationship between 
religious beliefs and 
social classes creates 
structure in society 
and leads to the 
development of 
empires. 
 
After the 
development of 
organized religions, 
strict social 
structures and 
empires, India 
experiences 
challenges that 
impair its unity.  

Research and 
describe how the 
geography of India 
allowed for 
settlement in the 
region and the 
development of 
advanced societies. 

Formative Assessments: 
Students will prove that 
India’s geography 
attracted settlement and 
could sustain a united 
population. Students will 
practice applying 
document-based question 
analysis and writing skills 
with “Asoka: Ruthless 
Conqueror or Enlightened 
Ruler?.” 
 
Summative Assessment: 
India Test which 
addresses each of the five 
standards through various 
critical thinking levels of 
understanding, 
application, analysis and 
evaluation. 

66.2.8.GeoHE.2.a: 
Determine the extent to 
which geography 
influenced settlement, the 
development 
of trade networks, 
technological 
innovations, and the 
sustainability of early 
river valley 
civilizations. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
WHST.6-8.5. With some 
guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience 
have been addressed. 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions 
 

Explain how the 
Ganges River 
continues to be a 
force in the 
development of 
major cities and 
modern-day 
religious practices. 
Evaluate how 
ancient traditions 
continue to 
influence economic 
opportunity in 
India today. 

6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a: 
Compare and contrast 
physical and political 
maps of early river valley 
civilizations and their 
modern counterparts and 
determine the 
geopolitical impact of 
these civilizations, then 
and now (i.e., 
Mesopotamia and Iraq; 
Ancient Egypt and 
Modern Egypt; Indus 
River Valley and Modern 
Pakistan/India; Ancient 
China and Modern 
China) 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  

10 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf


Hillsborough Township School District                                    7th Grade Social Studies                    07/20/2020 
Analyze how 
Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and 
Jainism developed 
and continue to 
impact Indian 
culture.  

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b: 
Analyze the impact of 
religion on daily life, 
government, and culture 
in various early river 
valley civilizations.  

RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a 
text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., 
loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 
 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual 
information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, 
or maps) with other 
information in print and 
digital texts. 
 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a 
primary and secondary source 
on the same topic. 

Debate the rigid 
structure of the 
caste system and 
how its connection 
to religious beliefs 
could have limited 
social movement 
and economic 
opportunity. HCM 

 
6.2.8.CivicsHR.2.a: 
Determine the role of 
slavery in the economic 
and social structures of 
early river valley 
civilizations. 
 

Evaluate how 
religion and culture 
that began in 
ancient times 
continue to impact 
India and the world 
today. 
 
Evaluate the 
societal roles and 
contribution of 
hijras in India. ICM 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a: 
Evaluate the importance 
and enduring legacy of 
the major achievements 
of the early river valley 
civilizations over time.  

Modern Connections:   Remnants of the caste system in modern India; impacts of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism on the world today; and impact of urbanization and use of 
the Ganges today. 
 
21st Century Skill:  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures.  
9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Primary Source:  Edicts of Ashoka 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings 
Content 

Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 5* 
Early River 

Valley 
Civilizations: 
Yellow River 

Valley  
 

5 Weeks 

How does geography 
influence population 
density and the ways 
people use their land? 
 
What makes a 
civilization prosper? 
 
What are the new 
challenges that 
humans face once 
they form 
civilizations? 

Population growth 
and settlement is 
dependent on the 
geographical 
advantages of the 
land. 
 
Working economies, 
governments, and 
value systems help a 
civilization to 
prosper. 
 
As civilizations 
grow, the needs of 
the people must be 
addressed. 

Determine why in 
ancient China, 
settlement focused 
in the Yellow River 
Valley and along 
the eastern coast 
and continues to be 
the area of 
population growth 
and urbanization in 
the present day.  

Formative Assessment:  
Multiple choice questions 
on the three major 
Chinese philosophies to 
assess understanding 
before application on the 
summative test. 
 
Summative 
Assessments: China Test 
which addresses each of 
the four standards 
through various critical 
thinking levels of 
understanding, 
application, analysis and 
evaluation;  
 
Summative/Benchmark 
Assessment: 
Students will write an 
essay on the 
document-based question, 
“Great Wall of China: Do 
the Benefits Outweigh the 
Costs?” as our final 
assessment of the Student 
Growth Objective. 

6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a: 
Compare and contrast 
physical and political 
maps of early river valley 
civilizations and their 
modern counterparts and 
determine the 
geopolitical impact of 
these civilizations, then 
and now (i.e., 
Mesopotamia and Iraq; 
Ancient Egypt and 
Modern Egypt; Indus 
River Valley and Modern 
Pakistan/India; Ancient 
China and Modern 
China). 

WHST.6-8.1. Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a 
text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., 

Analyze how three 
philosophies - 
Confucianism, 
Daoism, and 
Legalism - 
emerged as 
answers to how a 
society should 
function because of 
the Period of the 
Warring States. 
 
Determine the 
purpose of Legalist 
scholar Han Fei’s 
story of Mizi Xia 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.b: 
Analyze the impact of 
religion on daily life, 
government, and culture 
in various early river 
valley civilizations.  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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and the ruler of 
Wei. ICM 

loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 
 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual 
information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, 
or maps) with other 
information in print and 
digital texts. 
 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a 
primary and secondary source 
on the same topic. 

Assess the early 
Chinese dynasties - 
Shang, Zhou, and 
Qin - according to 
how people lived, 
rather than the 
length of the 
dynasty. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a: 
Evaluate the importance 
and enduring legacy of 
the major achievements 
of the early river valley 
civilizations over time. 

Determine the 
pattern of conquest 
in early 
civilizations that 
was due to 
competition for 
resources, the 
ability to create 
iron tools and 
weapons, 
recruitment of 
massive armies, 
and contentment of 
the governed. 

6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a: 
Analyze the factors that 
led to the rise and fall of 
various early river valley 
civilizations and 
determine whether there 
was a common pattern of 
growth and decline. 

Modern Connections:   Population growth and a competitive economy in China today, influence of ancient philosophies on thinking today, rise of a new middle class in China 
today, and opportunity for economic advancement. 
 
21st Century Skill: CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings 

Content 
Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary Connections 

Unit 6* 
The Classical 
Civilizations of 
the 
Mediterranean 
World: Greece 
 
6 Weeks 

How does 
geography 
influence the way 
people live and the 
decisions they 
make? 
 
How have 
conceptions of 
government and 
citizenship evolved 
over time? 
 
What contributions 
did ancient Greece 
make to modern 
society? 

Greece’s unique 
geography is a direct 
contrast to the early 
river valleys. 
 
Aspects of ancient 
Athenian democracy 
are the basis of the 
republic in the 
United States today. 
 
Throughout ancient 
Greek history, the 
principles of liberty 
and equality 
determined citizen 
involvement, which 
continues to 
influence 
participation in 
government today. 
 
 

Explain how 
Greece’s 
mountainous and 
insular geography 
led to the 
development of 
independent 
city-states. 

Formative Assessment:  
Students will make a 
claim and provide 
supporting evidence for 
whether they would 
prefer to be an ancient 
Athenian or Spartan. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Greece Test which 
addresses each of the 
eight standards through 
various critical thinking 
levels of understanding, 
application, analysis and 
evaluation. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.3.b: Explain 
how geography and the 
availability of natural 
resources led to both the 
development of classical 
civilizations and to their 
decline. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments 
focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 
 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
 

Evaluate how 
ancient Greek 
decisions to go to 
war, colonize, and 
pursue trade-based 
economic activities 
were based on the 
geographic features 
of Greece. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a: Use 
geographic models to 
describe how the 
availability of natural 
resources influenced the 
development of the 
political, economic, and 
cultural systems of each 
of the classical 
civilizations and provided 
motivation for expansion.  

Examine how the 
tyrants of ancient 
Athens took 
gradual steps 
toward democracy 
after the Dark Ages 
until a direct 
democracy was 
formed. 

6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.b: Use 
evidence to describe the 
impact of Athenian 
democracy and the 
Roman Republic on the 
development of the 
United State Constitution. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Compare and 
contrast the social 
structures of 
Athens and Sparta 
that influenced the 
formation of 
different types of 
government in each 
city-state: 
democracy vs. 
oligarchy. 

6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a: 
Compare and contrast the 
rights and responsibilities 
of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in 
the political, economic, 
and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a primary 
and secondary source on the 
same topic. 
 

Differentiate the 
concepts of 
Ancient Greek 
liberty and equality 
for men and 
women, the free 
and enslaved 
people, as well as 
foreign-born 
people and citizens.  

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: 
Compare the status of 
groups in the Ancient 
World to those of people 
today and evaluate how 
individuals perceived the 
principles of liberty and 
equality then and now 
(i.e., political, economic, 
and social). 

Explain how a 
direct democracy 
that began in 
ancient Athens 
gradually evolved 
into a 
representative 
democracy, which 
is the basis of 
republics around 
the world today. 

6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a: 
Compare and contrast the 
American legal system 
with the legal systems of 
classical civilizations and 
determine the extent to 
which these early systems 
influenced our current 
legal system (e.g., 
Babylonian Code of 
Hammurabi, Roman 
Justinian Code, Israelite 
Jewish Law). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Analyze how the 
Greco-Persian 
Wars and the 
Peloponnesian War 
influenced the 
shifts between 
cooperation and 
competition among 
the Greek 
city-states that 
eventually left 
them vulnerable to 
conquest by Philip 
II of Macedon. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a: 
Determine the extent to 
which religion, economic 
issues, and conflict 
shaped the values and 
decisions of the classical 
civilizations. 

Evaluate how 
Greek culture, 
including 
mythology, theater, 
democracy, and 
education, 
influences modern 
day thinking. 
 
Analyze literature 
and history to 
evaluate the 
contributions of 
people who were 
gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual in ancient 
Greece. ICM 

6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a: 
Evaluate the importance 
and enduring legacy of 
the major achievements 
of Greece, Rome, India, 
and China over time.  

Modern Connections:   Contributions of ancient Greek culture in the United States and the world today, concepts of liberty and equality among various groups in the population, 
and upholding democratic ideals as citizens. 
 
21st Century Skill:  
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions. 

 
 
  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings 

Content 
Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Unit 7* 
The Classical 
Civilizations 
of the 
Mediterranean 
World: Rome 
 
5 Weeks 

How have 
conceptions of 
government and 
citizenship evolved 
over time? 
 
What contributions 
did ancient Rome 
make to modern 
society? 
 
What makes a 
civilization fall? 
 
 

Much of the ancient 
Roman Republic is 
the basis of the 
republic in the United 
States today. 
 
Principles of liberty 
and equality under a 
democracy must be 
protected lest they 
fall under an 
autocratic system. 
 
A combination of 
internal and external 
factors leads to the 
fall of a civilization. 

Describe how 
Rome was built 
along the Tiber 
River which 
allowed the ancient 
Romans to trade 
with one another 
and the outside 
world via the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Formative Assessment:  
Students will make a 
claim and support it with 
evidence about whether 
the Laws of the Twelve 
Tables support the 
concept of rule of law. 
 
Summative Assessment:  
Rome Test, which 
addresses each of the nine 
standards through various 
critical thinking levels of 
understanding, 
application, analysis, and 
evaluation. 

6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a: Use 
geographic models to 
describe how the 
availability of natural 
resources influenced the 
development of the 
political, economic, and 
cultural systems of each 
of the classical 
civilizations and provided 
motivation for expansion.  

WHST.6-8.1. Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
 
WHST.6-8.2. Write 
informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the 
central ideas or information of 
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
 

Organize a chart 
that compares the 
republics of  Rome 
and the United 
States. 

6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.b: Use 
evidence to describe the 
impact of Athenian 
democracy and the 
Roman Republic on the 
development of the 
United State Constitution. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Compare the rights 
and responsibilities 
of men and women, 
free and enslaved 
people, Roman 
citizens  and 
non-Romans both 
within ancient 
Rome and between 
Rome and other 
societies. 

6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a: 
Compare and contrast the 
rights and responsibilities 
of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in 
the political, economic, 
and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 
 

RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the 
relationship between a 
primary and secondary source 
on the same topic. 
 
9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate 
multiple resources to assess 
the credibility of sources 
when searching for 
information. (Example: Use a 
variety of search tools and 
filters in professional public 
databases to find information 
to identify and solve any 
issues the USA and ancient 
Rome have in common.)  
 
 

Compare the rights 
and responsibilities 
of plebeians and 
patricians in the 
Roman Republic to 
citizens in the 
American republic. 
ACM 

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: 
Compare the status of 
groups in the Ancient 
World to those of people 
today and evaluate how 
individuals perceived the 
principles of liberty and 
equality then and now 
(i.e., political, economic, 
and social). 

Analyze the laws 
of the Twelve 
Tables and 
determine whether 
they reflected the 
concept of rule of 
law. 

6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a: 
Compare and contrast the 
American legal system 
with the legal systems of 
classical civilizations and 
determine the extent to 
which these early systems 
influenced our current 
legal system (e.g., 
Babylonian Code of 
Hammurabi, Roman 
Justinian Code, Israelite 
Jewish Law). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Determine the 
extent to which the 
Punic Wars, 
conflicts between 
plebeians and 
patrician, and 
Rome’s civil wars 
led to the end of 
the Roman 
Republic and the 
rise of the Roman 
Empire. 

6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a: 
Determine the extent to 
which religion, economic 
issues, and conflict 
shaped the values and 
decisions of the classical 
civilizations. 

Research the 
emperors of Rome 
and compare their 
styles of leadership 
to emperors from 
other civilizations. 
 
Research the 
contributions of 
Roman leaders who 
were gay, bisexual, 
or disabled in 
ancient Rome. 
(Hadrian, Claudius) 
ICM 

6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a: 
Compare and contrast the 
methods (i.e., autocratic 
rule, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) 
used by the rulers of 
Rome, China, and India 
to control and unify their 
expanding empires. 

Examine the 
changes in 
technology and 
engineering that 
affected the Roman 
military and urban 
life. 

6.2.8.EconGE.3.a: 
Explain how classical 
civilizations used 
technology and 
innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ 
manufacturing output and 
commerce, to expand 
military capabilities, to 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for 
greater division of labor. 

Connect the 
expansion of the 
Roman Empire to 
the need to gain 
more resources for 
Rome and explain 
how it was one of 
the reasons for the 
fall of Rome. 

6.2.8.EconEM.3.a: 
Analyze the impact of 
expanding land and sea 
trade routes as well as a 
uniform system of 
exchange in the 
Mediterranean World and 
Asia. 

Modern Connections:   Concepts of liberty for immigrants, the relation of the Roman Empire to modern America, and influences of the ancient world on the United States. 
 
21st Century Skills: CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
 
Primary Source: Twelve Tables 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring 

Understandings 
Content 

Objectives Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Unit 8* 
Culminating 
Inquiry 
Project 
 
3 weeks 

What does it mean to 
be an actively 
engaged citizen? 
 
 

In the twenty-first 
century, being an 
active citizen means 
being involved in the 
community and 
contributing actively 
to make a positive 
change in the world. 

Collaborate with 
peers to discuss 
and identify issues 
in the world today. 
 
Locate and use 
appropriate 
resources to 
conduct research. 
 
Communicate ideas 
clearly and 
succinctly with the 
intention of making 
a difference and 
solving real world 
issues. 

Alternative Formative 
Assessment:  Students 
will hand in evidence to 
ensure that they are 
adhering to the timeline 
of the research project. 
 
Alternative Summative 
Assessment: Students 
will self-evaluate their 
culminating inquiry 
projects based on a rubric 
and a reflection of their 
work. 

6.3.8.CivicsPI.3: Use a 
variety of sources from 
multiple perspectives to 
examine the role of 
individuals, political 
parties, interest groups, 
and the media in a local 
or global issue and share 
this information with a 
governmental or 
nongovernmental 
organization as a way to 
gain support for 
addressing the issue. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPD.2: 
Propose and defend a 
position regarding a 
public policy issue at the 
appropriate local, state, or 
national level. (Examples 
may include gender 
equality, child mortality, 
education, and climate 
change.) 
 
 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear 
and coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, voice, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5. With some 
guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience 
have been addressed.z 
 
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing 
and present the relationships 
between information and ideas 
clearly and efficiently. 
 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short 
research projects to answer a 
question (including a 
self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources 
and generating additional 
related, focused questions that 
allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format 
for citation. 
 
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence 
from informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant 
tools to produce, publish, and 
deliver information supported 
with evidence for an authentic 
audience. (Example:  
Synthesize and publish 
information about a local or 
global issue or event.). 
 
9.4.8.DC.7: Collaborate 
within a digital community to 
create a digital artifact using 
strategies such as 
crowdsourcing or digital 
surveys.  
 
9.4.8.TL.6: Collaborate to 
develop and publish work that 
provides perspectives on a 
real-world problem. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Modern Connections:   Active citizenship in 21st century 
 
21st Century Skills:  
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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